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_ABSTRACT _
- Agriculture and the railrocad were 51gn1f1cant forces

in the developlent of Suwannee ‘County, Florida, formally created in
1858 but explored and settled beginning scme 300 years earlier.
Lumber and cotton caused an early 20th century boom in the counaty
which soon saw the negative effects of both industries, The- .
introdnctiondgf tobaccq in the late 1920's Gaused an agricumltural -
resurgence-which has continued to the present. By 1970, Suwann<e -
County had become a-leading préducer of chickens and tobacco.
Economically, the county followed national trends in that there were
-fewer, larger faras in the 1970's than before. From 1950 to 1970,

. farm-based employment declirned 31.7% but the steady increases in

. manufacturing, construction, and wholesale/retail trade -indicated
that those ipdustries will grow in importance, thereby strengthening
the county's economic base through diversification. Snwannee,pounty
leaders identified this economic potential.as one of the cuunty's’
main strengths but noted the need for recreational and edncatlonQI
_1nprovelents to support an expanding econonzc base.. By-ﬂ970’
non-agricultural employment had become a more important source of
-inpo-e but personal.income for county residents was. still far below
the state average. County population growth statistics were . . o
_ conSLStent with those for the state of Florida. (SB) '
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: ' . Pr'eface A
The following was developed as part of the Regional Project S$-120
"Social Organization for. Development in Rural Counties in the South." - The pro-
‘Ject is being conducted in eight .southern. land-grant institutions and the N
.Commonweal tgiTef Puerto Rico under the auspices of State Experiment Stations
and the Cobperative State Research Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
The general objective of the project is to better understand how rural counties
organize and function to bring about social and economic development.

i This paper provides a profile of one of the Florida counties studied,
Suwannee County. A brief history of the county as well -as;its -population and
- _economic ¢ teristics are examined. Moreover, local _community.leaders'’
perceptions of the county - the things liked and the things in need of improve-

--“Hent arevdiscussed
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R The History of Suwannee County
oy : —

4 . . . . . - .

' ‘"History notes- that one of the first persons to roam the area.now known

'as Suwannee County was the famed explorer Hernando DeSoto, Having landed a
party in the Tampp Bay area'in 1539, DeSoto and his men moved north along

ancient Indian trails to the Suwannee County area. It is recorded that they

were 1n‘search\of "cities of gold."

e _ Several Spaniards, Frenchmen, Englishmen, and Americans _ travel d the area

- over the mext 280 years., Spanish Franciscan friars estabiished Indian
missions in the county nearly 100 years following DeSoto's entry.. These
missions prospered until English settlers from colonies to the north\|invaded
the area in 1700." Settlers in South Georgia who crossed the Suwannee County
area returned home to tell stories of the beautiful Jlands bordering ﬁhe river
which the Spaniards had named the San Juan de Guacara. It s believed that
the word Suwannee came into being from an improper enunciation of the words

San Juan - which became Sawanny - and subsequently Suwannee: \
L\

When the United States eventually purchLased Florida from Spain in ¥821,
General "‘Andrew Jackson became designated Military Governor and was given the
charge of setting up a government. On the basis of his decision, two counties
were formed (Escambia and St. Johns) with the Suwannee River serving as the
dividing line. 1In the following year, Duval County was established encom-
passing all of present Suwannee County. . In 1824, another county was created in
in Florida and named Alachua. It included in its boundaries the. area of

Suwannee County. -

The continued influx of settlers to the north cektral Florida ared re-
sulted ia the establishment of another county - Columhliia - in 1832. . It was to
take in the present day area of Suwannee County.* Censyis reports iundicate '
that by 1840, some 23 families were residing in the Sudannee County area. .
This mewhat surprising in light of  the Seminole Infian WarsS whith were °
being fought in this general ‘vicinity since 1835. \

\

the creation of Suwannee County. At the time of its esta
" had a population of approximately 2,000 including slaves.
creased to 2,303 with' 1,467 being whites and 836 being blj




As was the case foé}many Florida counties, railroads performed a key role
in the development of tHe county. During the Civil War period, Confederate
troops were in dire nced of supplics from Florida. The inability to ship
supplics via Florida's coastal ports resulted in the construction of a rail-
road from Dupont, Georgia to a railroad crossing in Suwannee County. This rail
route proélded a much needed outlet for the movement of supplies to the rest

of the South.

T The railroad juctions igp Suwannee County eventually built up and became
the county scat, Live Oak. The town apparently took its name from a solitary
" Live Oak Trec that grew by the.railroad depet. It served to provide a shady
rest area for both niilroad workers and hunters. . ' .
. ‘ . ; }
Since its inception, Suwannee County's well—Heing\has been heavily dep-
endent upon agriculture. Live Oak; with its' easy access to railroads, became
an agricultural trade center. By 1870, there were some 195 farms representing
- nearly 12,000 acres of improved farmlands. In 1890, the number of farms had

increased dramatically to 1,178 with an average size of 137 acres. \
' . N . ] .
By the turn of the century, Suwannee County was experiencing a sizable.
econonmic boom. Both timber and cotton were doing well, providing families
with a eomfortable income level. By 1910, Suwannee County hgd become the most -
important lumber manufacturing center in the state. Moreover, it was the
center of sea island cotton in the United States producing nearly 10% of that
commodity in the world. Clearly, the first decade of the 19th century had

been a prosperous one for Suwannce County.

From 1915 to 1920, the county population reached its peak, supported p
primarily by forestry and cotton. The 1920 Census Agriculture indicates that - }
there were 2,570 farms and a population of nearly 20,000. However, a serious - :
downturn occurred soon afterward. Cotton production began declining rapidly

because of bell-weevil infestation. In addition, ‘timbexr supplles became
serlously depleted by the mid - 1920's. The effects were devastating; a dec-
line of 33% in the number of farms by 1930 and out—mlgratlon by persons seeking

employment opportunities elsewhere.

A resurgence in agriculture came about with the introduction of tobacco to
Suwannee County in the latter part of the 1920's. Tobacco acreage 1ncreased
steadily during the 1930's. Live Oak, the county seat, became the hub of ,

* tobacco activity in the County. It soon became Blorlda s largest tobacco .
market, a title it still holds today. - ’

\
Topog;aphz_and Geoorapgy

" Suwannee County, located in no*th central F1011da, takés its name from
the Suwannee River, made famous by the 19th Century composer Stephen Foster.
The river loops -around the county, forming i northern, western and southern |,
‘boundaries. The county encompasses a total iand area of 686 square mlles £E;

approximately 429,000 acres. -

The county's"terrain is generally flat witH’elevations.ranging‘from a
low of 38 feet above sea level in the southern extremity to a high of 200 feet
above sea level in the northeast. Some shallow depressionssare in evidence in

limited portions of the county. )
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The majogify of the soil in the county is sandy, light toxture. Of the eight
gene<al soil types fdund in the county, onjly two are not sdgbs. '

”~ -

. The climate of Suwannce County is characteriacd by long, warm summers and
relatively mild winters. Average summer tkmpe.atuncs range from 70° - 91°
Fahrenheit, while winter temperatures gcnetally range betwcen 35° - 75°
Fahrenheit. Freczing temperatures occur om an average of 15 days each winter.
Precipitatlion varies significantly from on& season to the next. Nearly half

of the total annual rainfall occurs.ﬁurlng the summer rainy season of June
through September. ' : 3

. Demographic Prdfile (

The information detailed in Table 1 indicates that Suwannee County's
population decreased by nearly 127% between 1950-196 The decline was due

. primarily to, out-migration of young adults unable to procure jobs in the

' “county. The  population™oss was in sharp contrast to the hefty increase
. ‘registered by the State of Florida as’ a whole (+78.7%) over the same period
+ of time. 1In the decade 1960 to 1970, the Suwannee County population experienced -
a slight increase of 4% from 14,961 to 15,559 persons. - However, the population

change of +21.6% between 1970-1976 is a clear indication that Suwannee County

is in the midst of a healthy population growth comparable to that of the

state in general (+25 9%). ;f ]

Components of the"county's population change are outlined in Table 2.
In_both the 1950 -.1960 and 1960 - 1970 intervals, the out-migration of per-
sons exceeded the in-migration of new residents. Recent data indicate a clear
reversal of this trend with‘nearly 81% of the 1970-1976 population expansion:
being directly attibutable to net migration.  Like most counties in Florida,
migration has become a key factor in the future growth of the county.

~

Y

Consistent witlr the state pattern which indicates a larger share of
‘Floridians residing in urban areas since 1950 (from 65.5%Z in 1950 to 80Q.5%
in 1970), Suwannee County has had a proportional increase in its urban pop-
ulation over the same twenty-year period, frog 23.9%Z in 1950 to 43.9Z7 in
1970 (see Table -3). A profile of the age distribution of county residents
indicates a continuing decline in the percentage of the pepulation under
18 'years of age (from 40.7% in 1950 to 32.6% in 1976) and a moderate .
proportional increase in the -population 65 years old and over (from 7.87 in
1950 to 13.5% in- 1976). A drop of 9.4% in the minority population was
experienced in the 1950-1976 time span in Suwannee County, slightly higher

than the -8.17 evidenced in Florida as a whole. . P

#/’ . . : © Ecbnomic Profile : . S
. The economy of Suwannee County remains highly dependent upon.,agriculture. .
.. Several local industries have a heavy dependence upon the agricultural
* commodities produced within the county. The central role of agriculture is "o
highlighted in Table 4,,which outlines che county's major agricultural pro-
ducts, their quantities, and Zhe county s ranking relative to other Flor4da

counties producing the same-commodity.” - N
\ . - . . .
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*ABLE 1{ Pgéplation GCrowth Patteggg;gﬁ_suwhnnec County. 1950:7;326 |
- — Population _ .
YEAR . SUWANNTE COUNTY FLORIDA _
, 1950 . 15,98 ' © 2,771,305
1960 LV © 34,961 > ! o5y s60
Ny 1970 - o 15,559 , 6,791.418
1976 | 13,918 | 8,551,834
.
X _CHANGE
1950-1960 - 13.9% | = 78.7%
1960-1970 4.07. s 37.22
1970-1976 23.6% S B 25.92 |

Sources: U. S. Bureau of the Censusw Census of Population (1950, 1960, 1970)
General Population Characterlstics - Florida;- Florida Statistical
Abstract 1977, Ralph B. Thoﬂpson (ed.). Gainesville: University
Presses of Florida. .

g ST - . . . . >
- " S T
" TABLE 2: ComE¥pents of Pqpulation Change dn Suwannee County, 1950 = 1976. .
‘ ' ) ':f . . Components of Change’
) “ ;1‘ . L 4 - .
TIME 'POPULATION - NATU NCREASE - NET MIGRATION
- PERIOD cuAncI-: o NO. ° X - _ - _No. , X
1950-1960 - -2025 e L L ’
1960-1970 . 598 1438 .-. .2403 _ 7 -840 -140.5
1970-1976 " 133'5'9 641 19.1 o218 80.9
N N . — e _ - ’. - ; — F—-—

Sources: U. S: reau of the Census, Census of Population (1950, 1960, 1970).
’ * Genera Popula{ion Characteristics - Floridé; FLorida Statistical
Abstradt- 1977, Ralph B. Thompson (ed.). Gainesville: University
Presseg of Florida. . : '
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Ji_leneral Population Characteristics of Suvannee County, 1950 - 1976

r AGE DISTRIBUTION

RACIAL COMPOSITION

JOTAL SR 1 | " ;
CPOWLATION  URBAN  RURAL  Under 18 166 65+ White Non-vhite .
SURANNEE | ( '
\ .
1950 we B9l W) LS 18 0.6 29.4
1960 L8l TS B K 500 .10 L8 2.1
1970 15,559 B89 Sl %8 5,0 1.0, 764 23.6
1976 13,918 A W 36 53.9 135 30,0 20.0
. . {
(
” y
S
| e
v
TL0R0A R ) |
19507 2,771205 6.5, W5 0.0 L4 86 w213
1960 4,951,560 me %1 0 8 fl2 -0 18.0
1970 6,791,418 05 95 3Ll 563 L6 %2 158
107 8558 W Mo 22 6.0 167 863 13.7,
L R S S

NA « Yot Available

Sources: -U. S. Bureau of the Censué. County and City Data Bock, 1972 U, £, Bureay of the Census. _
General Population Chatacteristics, Florida Statistical Abstract, 1977, Ralph B. Thompson (ed.). ¢

\
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Suwannce County ls now the leading producer of brotlers and meat-type ‘
chickens in Florida. This isx an impressive accomplishment given that chickenfue
ralslng on-a commercial hastls wau first introduced to the county {n the BT

mid - 1960's after a major chicken praccasing plant located in the county.
Suwanncee County ix sccond of 24 Florida counties in the production of

tobacco. Tobacco remafns the single largest reveaue producer for the

county as a whole. Table 4 further documents the codnty'n lecaderahip role

in the production of several additional agriculture products (i.e., corn, .
sorghum grains, hogs and plgs). Recent cstimates inddgate that pross agri-
cultural receipts total over $25 million in Suwannce County. .

TABLE 4: Agricultural Production in Sugannce County.

Rank Ordér Percent
Product Unit of Suwannee County of Florida
N Sales Vs. Other Counties Prod.
groiLcrs & Mcat - Type C&ickcns 7,212,371 * i of 27 N 22.0 ’
Tobacco | 4,662,042 1bs. 2 of 24 o 19.9
qun ¢ 41,540 acres 1.ofi57 14.0 -
Hogs and Pligs / 41,748 * 3 of 67 '12.0 \
Sorghum | \ 1,236 .acres -2 of 42 5.0
Pecans Wild and Sceéiings ' 19,544 1bs. 6 of 22 8:0
Pecans Improved v 28,016 1bs. 7 of 30 - 3.0
Peanuts 2,088,242 1bs. 8 of 28 2.7
Hay - ' i,653 acres 27 of 65 1.3
_ Soybean v 1,799 acres 9 of 27 . 1.2
Cattles and Calves 11,832 * 31 of 67 . 1.0
Vegetables 2,467 acres 16 "of 67 1.0 o
Whe;: _ - 115 acres 7 of 20 04

. * Number of Animals

Sources: Census of Agriculture, 196%. U.S. Bureau of the Ceasus, Volume 1,
* Area Reports; part 29, sectiin 1 and 2. o

/

Consistent with the national trend, Suwanneé County has been undergoing _
changes in the agricultural sector. Farms have become fgwer in numbeér and '
larger in size. Te hnological innovations have made large-scale commercial
farming a realit?! Consequently, non-agricultural employment has begun to

assume a greater r:ie/jﬂ'producing resident income . -,

i . 1

) -
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ABLE. 5: Tnduatrial and Occupational Crouplnmga lq_ﬁqﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂtQQ“QﬂxLQLQEQLL?lQ

“TABLF. 5: _Indua tonal Crouplags |
N | 19501960 1970
TYPE OF INDUSTRY _ : .
£3) o

Agriculture, Foresatry 49;32 30.17% 17.6X

 Mintng ‘ ! 0.0 "6 3.0
Construction ° . 2.8 6.0 . 7.2
Manufacflring - 10.7 . © 10.2 13.5
Trannport;t$un Scrvices ’ 2.7 2.2 ] 2.3
Communications . _, 0.4 1.6} . 2.4
Utilities & Sanitary Services . 0.8 ] 2.7 1.8
Wholesalc and Retail Trade . 12.5 / 16.7 . 19.0
Fin./Ins./Real Estate/Bus. Repairs 2.9 3.4 . 5.8

" Personal Services ' 9.1  12.2 11.5
-éﬁucation Scrvices 3.6 4.% 8.8
Prof./Pub. Admin. W 4.3 5.2
Other } ' oL 1.7 3.4 1.9
OCCUPATION - -

@ - L _

Prof., Technical R 5.3 6.62 " 9.3%
Manager, Admin. 7.0 8.3 ~ 514 .
Sales ; , C O o4s 6.2 ~=~ 6.8
Clerical . . 4.0 6.9 13.1
Craftsmen, Foremen : 4.9 9.4 13.2
Operatives/Transport. -s\‘ : A 8.5 - 12.8 - 13.6 .
Nen-Farm Lanrers ! 7.3 6.3 5.0
Servic; Workers ' . , » 4.1 - 6.6 11.1
Private Household Workers o 4.3 6.2 4.1
Farmérs,‘Managers, Laborexgs, Foremip 48.7 '. 27.6 - 16.4
Others ) o A LS 3.1 0.0 -

.o y v 1 VoL »
TOTAL NUMBER EMPLOYED T s0at 5105 5585
\ . , .
1 - ‘ ] . . ¥

Source: U. S. Bureau of the. Ceasus. General Social and Economic Chhragte;istics

- -

.
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o TABLE 6: _Modian Income and Inctdenge of Povérty ip Suwannce County, 1950-1976°
g . . ’ . __Year _
. 1950 1960 1970
Median Family Income . £ 81,281 - §2,767 $5,903
Ay . A r
) . R 4 * - -
X Below Poverty Level - .
Fam{lics . < KA ' NA 27.91 -
Houscholds . :_ " NA , NA - 35.9%
Persons B e NA, C NA ' 34.0Z
Sources: U. S. Bureau of fhe“CcnausQ General Social and Economic Chnructef-
. istics; U. S. Bureau of thc Census. County and City Data Book,
1952, 1962, 1972.. : . f
NA =~ Not Available -
1
TABLE 7: Prinéipal Sources of Personai'lncomq, Suwannee County N
Year
3 ' 1965 1970 « 1975 7
N >
” -  Wages and Salary Disbursement 47.92 58.42 - 48.2%
. Other Labor Income - _ 2.0 2.8 3.3
, Proprietor's Income , 34.8 17.0 20.1
s i - o ' - ~
‘Dividends, Interest, Rent . 4.7 . 1.5 9.4
Transfer Payﬁhnts . 10.5 . 14.4 19.0
v R ’ ’

Source: Stgate of-Florida, Division of Economic Development. Suwannee County
Econonic Data (April 1977), ‘

. N
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< . .
The 'movement toward fon farm caployment [ ruppotted by the dat,, in Table %,
Labor foypee rmpl-’iymcnt in the aprtculture/torentoy Induntry Jdeel fned by 31.72

in the twenty-year pertod 1950 - 1970, At the?same time nteady i{ncreanen

were cvident {n the contruct ton, manufactul ing, wholewale/retall trade, and

cducational setvice tnduntrien. . . s

The occupational characterintica of employed Sugannee County reanldentn are

falrly conulstent with the industrial’ typen outlined fu Table 5. Only; 16.4% af .
N : .

tho- emploved work torce in 1970 were farmere, tapm managet, foremen or laborerw,

adrop of 32,30 since 1950, Strony advances were most™apparent {n the clerfgeal, -

crafgnmen/foremen, and nervice ncvyp%tiunai vateporien overn the twenty-year
time apan. - ' - .
. . N < »
Median income for Suwannee County fayilicn in 1969 was $5,903, ﬁubstantjnlly
“ lower than the state's $8.,267 (nee Table 6). TI incidehce of poverty was also
quite different from the state average. The 27.97 ¥f ¥11 familics in Sywannce
County living below poverty level in 1970\§ns morg than double the Flur}pn -
figure of 12.72. Morcover, somc 34Z of all persons residing in the county were

living in poverty, a4 sharp contrast to the state mean of 16.4%. -

—

* Table 7 shows the five principal sources of income fdr Suunnnce‘County
residents. Wages and salarieg have remained the primary source of pcrsonal
income since 1965. Proprictor's income, while still a sizable sourge of”
personal {ncomc for residents in 1875 (20.1%), was 14.7% lower than its 1965
figure. Transfer paymente (i.c¢., soclal sccurity, wcelfare) have inéreased
steadily as a source of income, frdm 10.5% fn 1965to 19.0% in 1975.

- hd . : ) . .

As a general statement, it' i clear that agriculturafA;ncomc will

.continuwe to perform a signific¢ant role in the cconomic health of Suwannee
'Com’ﬁ'y. Although the number of WPrsons cmployed in the agriculturtal sector will
continue to declineg, the overall input of agriculture will remain strong.
Wholesale and-retail trade, canstruction and manufacturing will assume a greater

role in producimg resideat income. Consequentlygsthe diversification .of coonty's

economic basc will solidify fts economic well-being for yearg to cose.
bE

.
- .
-~ _
. -
A -

o Local Leaderships' Present
' Perceptibns of Suwannee County ) )

. In July 1977, thi{f{-six-iqgividuals identified as community leaders .
were interyiewed as part

of the 5-120 Regibnal Project. A major portiom
of the interview was directed discerning the county lcaderships' percep-
tions 'of the strengths and weazgesses-of the couaty, that is, _the nature of
the county's attractions and shortcomings.
° are reported below. ‘

The results of these discussions

. - .

The methodology c¢mpleved in the dentiricdticon oi she Local leaderuhip

involved three steps: . .

‘ . 1) Newspapers, minutes of county commissioncrs' meetings, and

* minutes of other relevant organization meetings were.cilosely .

examined for the purpose of identifying persons providing
leadership to the areas of development of -interest to the
* regional resea;cgghgpup (i.e., economic development, develop-
ment of health reélated scrviees and programs, and development -
of community facilitigf). . :

:
;- |
- 12 S
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_;2)- Once id fied, these vi;ible~l€§dérs were interviewed. 'In’ )
L , -, the discussionsy each Was asked to mame other individuals with
S * ' whom they were contact and who contacted: them in regard-to
~ . - . the sulbstantive areas under review. '1#%f f o Ve

-

3)"Pef§9ns receiving multiple qpminééibns.as influentigrs by the -,
.+ - wisib¥e leaders were subsequently interviewed. I

. TR S 'S R T
. A ‘ cou T i
. FURN .l e T - . N Xt
. . .

- .- T . o £ . - -
- .Suwannee County'’s Strengths L, .

- o A -

BN

leader was asked to Hﬁdiéate the three things he or she

2

. % Each community _ ) 2 :
liked most about Suwannee County. .While this resultéd in 4 wide variety of,
'~ . responses, four_strenmgths. of the.cpgntf emerged consistently (see Table 8).

' Relatibnéhps'hith and attitudes towards . fellow resiaeﬂfs.was the most
cherished“strength of the county. Nearly 89Z of the local leaders felt that
the comradety existing among the people truly helped generate a strong Sense
of "community geirit" in Sg?annee County.  . , .. - .
Table 8: Leéﬁgrs’fPerceptiqns QfJSuwannee Counfy’s'Strengths'

2. -

.
. A i

. S iiii" : Number of P Percent of all
- ’ L ] , : . Mentions _ o leaders (n=36)
-Relationships and Attitudes : . .32 ~88.9
Quality of Life 25 - . 69.0 :
Geography and Climate . ' . ) . ." 38.9 VvV
Economic Potential ' .9 . .25.0 P .

P

= B4 -
e

Sixty—nine'ﬁercent of-the community leaders (mn=25) felt thaghéhe quality

of life offered in the county was a major attraction. The healthy environment:

for raising children, the clean water and air, as well as the slow-pace life
of a rural area, were all viewed as advantages of residing in 'the county. )
>* . The mild climate and the general geographic features of the county (i.e.,
,lﬁkgf,_river, countryside) were highlighted as strengths by 14 of the 36 .
‘ leaders interviewed. Lastly, the economnic potential of the county was perceived
as an important assel of the locality. ' The availability of a skilled labor_
force'and the county's accessibility to major” transportation routes make it
a viable lotation for many industrial firms. - -

’ .
V4

Suwannee County's Needs

-

The thirty-six community leaders were also asked to indicate the three

most important problems or needs confronting Suwannee County. The results are
noted in Table 9. . -

The area of most concern to-the leaders was the need for expansion of the
county's economic base. There was a generagzzgareness of the key role played

-
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[
‘

}by Egrieﬁltﬂte in the paintenance of the county's economic health. Thus, they

‘saw the need to attr non—agrldﬁltural type 1ndustr1es to the county in order
to broaden 1ts-economic base. .

-~ . <

Table 9: Leaders' Perceptions of Suwannee qunty's Needs

¢ ' : . .
) Recreatlon and education were identified as the second and(thlrd most
‘important probléems e county. The limited recreational facilities for: o

bofh young -ard old was ‘viewed as a serious concern by 39% of the local leaders.

‘Nearly 28% of them felt that improvements in the’ educational system (i.e. bette;

'facillties, improved amd expanded currlculum)"would go a long way in attractlng

_smakl, clean 1ndustr1es to the area. ] b

» -
- 1y

Ranking fourth in. .the needs of the county was the area of health-related

'services. This concern was expressed most often in connection with the need
.for additional doctors. Moreover, support was given to the<éxpan81on of

health facilities in or to lessen the county's- depengence on adjacent urban

"areas for the provision of) health care.

‘Planning and zonlng, as well as housing," were seen as the two final concerns
of the ¢ommunity leaders. With respect of the former, nearly 20Z of the leaders
felt that the lack of an enforced zoning ordinance in.the whole county'was
contributing to poor residkntial _planning. .As for the latter, seven leaders
indicated the need for available housing-for renting or, purcha51ng They
believed that a good housing market would serve to attract medical physitians

and industries to the county. -

14
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| . S - .- Number of - . Percent'of all =
VR Jf . Meptions -~ . . ieaders ¢n=36)
. . ' ‘ N o ~ .
Economic Growth . ' T28 . 77.8
Recreation ' ' 14 38.9°
" Education . ) : 10 - 27.8 °
Health Services 8 o 22.2
Planning and Zoning 7 _ . ° 19.4
Housing ™ « ' - i ‘ -7 19.4 )
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sSuwannee Democrat ‘ .
-i )

/

Barr, Dunlap': and Associates,

1974
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